
 

Timothy vs. False Teachers 

1 Timothy 

 

Timothy vs. False Teachers (1:1-20) 

3 As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at 

Ephesus so that you may charge 
 

 

certain persons not to teach any different doctrine, 4 nor to 

devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which 

promote speculations rather than the stewardship from God 

that is by faith. 5 The aim of our charge is love that issues 

from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 
6 Certain persons, by swerving from these, have wandered 

away into vain discussion, 7 desiring to be teachers of the 

law, without understanding either what they are saying or 

the things about which they make confident assertions. 
8 Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 
9 understanding this, that the law is not laid down for the 

just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and 

sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike 

their fathers and mothers, for murderers, 10 the sexually 

immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, 

perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, 
11 in accordance with the gospel of the glory of the blessed 

God with which I have been entrusted. 

 [ Paul’s testimony (1:12-16) ] 
 

[ Doxology (1:17) ] 

 

18 This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in 

accordance with the prophecies previously made about you, 

that by them you may wage the good warfare, 19 holding 

faith and a good conscience. 

 

 

By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their faith, 
20 among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I 

have handed over to Satan that they may learn not to 

blaspheme. 

  

People in Ephesus (2—3) 

  

False Teachers vs. Timothy (4:1-16) 

 

 

1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will 

depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful 

spirits and teachings of demons, 2 through the insincerity of 



liars whose consciences are seared, 3 who forbid marriage 

and require abstinence from foods that God created to be 

received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know 

the truth. 4 For everything created by God is good, and 

nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 
5 for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer. 

6 If you put these things before the brothers, you will be a 

good servant of Christ Jesus, being trained in the words of 

the faith and of the good doctrine that you have followed. 

 

 

7 Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather 

train yourself for godliness; 8 for while bodily training is of 

some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds 

promise for the present life and also for the life to come. 
9 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full 

acceptance. 10 For to this end we toil and strive, because we 

have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of 

all people, especially of those who believe. 

11 Command and teach these things. 12 Let no one despise 

you for your youth, but set the believers an example in 

speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 13 Until I 

come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to 

exhortation, to teaching. 14 Do not neglect the gift you have, 

which was given you by prophecy when the council of 

elders laid their hands on you. 15 Practice these things, 

immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your 

progress. 16 Keep a close watch on yourself and on the 

teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both 

yourself and your hearers. 

 

  

People in Ephesus (5:1—6:2a) 

  

Timothy vs. False Teachers (6:2b-21) 

Teach and urge these things.  

 

3 If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree 

with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the 

teaching that accords with godliness, 4 he is puffed up with 

conceit and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy 

craving for controversy and for quarrels about words, 

which produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, 
5 and constant friction among people who are depraved in 

mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is 

a means of gain. 6 But godliness with contentment is great 

gain, 7 for we brought nothing into the world, and we 

cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food 



and clothing, with these we will be content. 9 But those who 

desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many 

senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin 

and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all 

kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have 

wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with 

many pangs. 
 

11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue 

righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, 

gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of 

the eternal life to which you were called and about which 

you made the good confession in the presence of many 

witnesses. 13 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives 

life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony 

before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, 14 to keep 

the commandment unstained and free from reproach until 

the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will 

display at the proper time 

 

 [ Doxology (6:15b-16) ]  

 

17 As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be 

haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, 

but on God, who richly provides us with everything to 

enjoy. 18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to 

be generous and ready to share, 19 thus storing up treasure 

for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that 

they may take hold of that which is truly life. 

20 O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you.  

 

Avoid the irreverent babble and contradictions of what is 

falsely called “knowledge,” 21 for by professing it some 

have swerved from the faith. 

 


